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The theme of God’s sovereign control of the human heart which was raised in Deuteronomy 29:2-4 and Deuteronomy 30:6-10, 14 is echoed in 1 Kings 8:57-58.

1 Kings 8:57-58 – 57 The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let

him not leave us, nor forsake us: 58 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk

in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his judgments,

which he commanded our fathers.

The Historical Books speak of many aspects of this truth. Below is a survey.

Joshua

Here is the central duty of the covenant repeated to the Israelites of Joshua’s day:

Joshua 22:5 – But take diligent heed to do the commandment and the law, which

Moses the servant of the LORD charged you, to love the LORD your God, and to

walk in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and to cleave unto him, and

to serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.

Judges and Ruth

A central theme in Judges is the self-will of the people of Israel.

Judges 21:25 – In those days there was no king in Israel: every man did that which

was right in his own eyes. (Compare 17:6; 18:1; 19:1)

The reason they were self-willed was their lack of the knowledge of God.

Judges 2:10 – And also all that generation were gathered unto their fathers: and there

arose another generation after them, which knew not the LORD, nor yet the works

which he had done for Israel.

This was countered by the preserving ministry of God, as noted below.

Judges 2:1 – And an angel of the LORD came up from Gilgal to Bochim, and said, I

made you to go up out of Egypt, and have brought you unto the land which I sware

unto your fathers; and I said, I will never break my covenant with you.

A perfect example of how God preserved his knowledge in the hearts of some is found in the story of Ruth.

Ruth 1:16 – And Ruth said, Intreat me not to leave thee, or to return from following

 after thee: for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy

people shall be my people, and thy God my God.

Note that the foreigner, Ruth, made God her God, but many in Israel failed to do this.

1 and 2 Samuel

There was one notable Israelite, however, who did the same thing Ruth did. He made God his God. Or, more precisely, God converted his heart, just as he had promised to do, eventually, for the whole of Israel. The conversion was by God revealing the truth to him.

1 Samuel 3:7 – Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, neither was the word of 

the LORD yet revealed unto him.
1 and 2 Kings

Later, Solomon requested the same thing for the whole nation in terms of inclining their hearts toward God.

1 Kings 8:57-58 – 57 The LORD our God be with us, as he was with our fathers: let

him not leave us, nor forsake us: 58 That he may incline our hearts unto him, to walk

in all his ways, and to keep his commandments, and his statutes, and his judgments,

which he commanded our fathers.

In a subsequent prayer, Elijah asked for a similar conversion of Israel’s apostate heart.

1 Kings 18:37 – Hear me, O LORD, hear me, that this people may know that thou

art the LORD God, and that thou hast turned their heart back again.

1 and 2 Chronicles

Prior to the prayers of Elijah and Solomon, mentioned above, David asked God to change hearts.

1 Chronicles 29:18 – O LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and of Israel, our fathers,

keep this for ever in the imagination of the thoughts of the heart of thy people, and

prepare their heart unto thee.

Then, much later than anything previously mentioned, Hezekiah called Israel to repentance and God granted them repentance by converting their heart.

2 Chronicles 30:12 – Also in Judah the hand of God was to give them one heart
to do the commandment of the king and of the princes, by the word of the LORD.

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther

Ezra, Nehemiah, and Esther all contain indirect rebukes to Israel’s continuing hardness of heart by speaking of Kings who were moved by God to serve the interests of Israel and of the LORD. In Esther this is implied rather than stated.

Ezra 6:22 – And kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with joy: for the

LORD had made them joyful, and turned the heart of the king of Assyria unto them,

to strengthen their hands in the work of the house of God, the God of Israel.

Ezra 7:27 – Blessed be the LORD God of our fathers, which hath put such a thing

as this in the king's heart, to beautify the house of the LORD which is in Jerusalem.

Nehemiah 1:11 – O Lord, I beseech thee, let now thine ear be attentive to the prayer

of thy servant, and to the prayer of thy servants, who desire to fear thy name: and

prosper, I pray thee, thy servant this day, and grant him mercy in the sight of this

man. For I was the king's cupbearer. … With … Nehemiah 2:8 – And the king

granted me, according to the good hand of my God upon me.

Esther 8:8 – Write ye also for the Jews, as it liketh you, in the king's name, and seal it

with the king's ring: for the writing which is written in the king's name, and sealed

with the king's ring, may no man reverse.
In summary, the need for God’s converting power on the heart was repeated frequently during the whole history of the nation of Israel.
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